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ayer since the Grecks filled a 
wooden horse with soldiers and pre- 
sented it to the Srojans, the world 
has been fascinated by the deceptive 
methods of espionage and counter 
intelligence. The craft of intelligence, 
by its very nature, is so secret that 
clandestine activities are cloaked 
either in the ridiculous and the ab- 
surd or the sublime and the practical. 
Yn this book, R. Harris Smith, who 
worked briefly as 4 research analyst 
for the C.L.A. and now lectures in po- 
litical science at the University of 
‘California’s Extension Division, seems 
to have discovered only the first two. 
Perhaps that’s all he was migant to 
find. It would appear that aid 0.8.5, 
men never die; their stories simply 
get better while their secrets remain 
intact, 

The fault is not really Smith's. tt 
js doubtful that anyone can write 
the true and authentic “Secret His- 
tory of Aynerica’s First Central In- 
telligence Agency,” the wartime Of- 
fice of Strategic Services. 

I have some reason to know. Backs 
in the carly sixties, as part of a 
research project, F was granted un- 
usual access to the papers, files and 
Giaries of the late Maj. Gen. William 
“wii Bil’ Donovan, founder of the 
wartime Office of Strategic Services 
— the country’s first real inteili- 
gence agency and the forerunner of 
CLA. I was astonished at the size 
of the collection. To catalog Dono- 
van'’s voluminous papers required the 
full-time services of a trained staff 
for over two years, and even this 
fascinating cache did not include the 
-yeal body of still highly sensitive 
USS. records. Stepping even briefly 
_ {nto Ponovan’s mysterious world was 
enough to convince me of the awe- 
some task awaiting the historian who 
might, one day, write the 0.5.8, of- 
ficial history. Indeed, because of the 


many secret faces of intelligence it-. 
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Corneling Hyan is the author of 
two volumes about world War WU. 
“The Longest Day” and “The Last 
Battle.” He is currently working on 
a third volume entitled, “A Bridge 
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fact from fiction, the historian might that, in 1941, “unaware thal & top 
well need as many trained researchers seeret Naval intelligence team had 
as there were operators in the O.8.8, broken the Japanese military cede, 


Donovan's diaries were cryptic, de 9-5-5. men in Portugal secretly en-¢ 
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tered the Japanese Embassy and stale 
a copy of the enermiy’s cade book,” 
Discovering the theft, the Japanese, 


signed to baffle. A single entry writ. 
ten in his neat handwriting might 
read: “Operation Scorpion hegan to- 
day” -~ and nothing c¢lse! To un- 
carth the story of Operation Scorpion. 
might require the assimilation cf pa- wes feft without a vital source af 
pers from perhaps 100 unrelated file information and the Joint Chiefs of 
drawers of material. Compounding Staff were irate.” Again, Smith is only 
the .security cormpartmentalization half right. Lhe G.8.5, id not burgle 
even further, cach operative in those the Japanese Enrbassy in Yortugal, 
files had a code name. To understand but fa Lisbon they obtained a few 
what had occurred demanded months pages of a “low level” Japanese ci- 
of frustrating reading — only te find pher, This cipher was not the all- 
that even then one might never learn important code thal the Navy crypto 
the total truth. But Mr. smith has analysts had erached, Fhe fact is 
clearly fallen fowl of the very first the United States continued to take 
law of reportage: Believe nothing un advantage of the Jepanese codes for 
less it can be corroborated by others the entire war. 
and substantiated by definitive back- To augment hig research, the au- 
ground records. thor has drawn an the reminiscences 
Unfortunately, because the author of some 200 0.8.8. veterans ~~ of 
wag denied access to official papers, whom there are no more entertaining 
he was forced, for the most part, storytellers alive. How many of these 
to rely on contemporary espionage intelligence agents, without benefit of 
and intelligence accounts -~ and, affer-action reports, operational pol- 
with the exception of perhaps half- (CY directives Or, indeed, their own 
a-dezen valuable works, there is transmitted messages, GoRUG:, SECM 
probably no body of World War Ul rately recall after 25 years what. hap- 
literature so distorted and misleading. pened on any specific operation? How 
much of it was meant to be 80. many would own Up that their (ales 
Those World War IL intelligence crow in exaggeration and importance 


28 et oar] af oe . at heen 
agents who wrote of their exploits with cach yearly 0.5.5. veterans’ cin 
ner? To them it is usually all good 


after the conflict deliberately falsi- fun. The 7 ; : 
fied names, dates and places and, of. fe. The outsider must learn to take 


changed their ciphers. Washington 


‘ ie th thea ge 4 oy xe ‘ L vig 
ten, the very nature of their assign it that way, too. Mut did, im fact, the 
highly trained deceptors deliberately 


ments. To act otherwise might syavely ‘ : ee ; 
Ents deceive? ‘Chere are indications that 


have imperiled agents stillin the field. : 
bir aah has. dravin on much of the author was left short on detail of 
this literature, repeating in many in- VAHOUS: Sa 208 ome’ as the 
stances old inaccuracies. One of the anecdotes consist of tag lines without 
° . ANAL . a ALES a 2 ‘ A; 7 
most prominent concerns Allen Dul- z PES MMEIE ies middie and the 
les, the late director of C2 pe fader is loft frustrated, woncering 
xd fi bce cathe f » what eo 9 . ¢ % = Vad 
during World War I, was undoubted- what actually took place. “Every 
ly Donovan's most brilliant agen t. Be centric schemer,” writes Smith, “with 
, ib [ ) sa "oy ann on 4 a, ak wo 
fore the war, Smith writes, Dulles in es harebrained plan for secret opera 
tions (from phosphorescent foxes to 


conjunction with his legal work at ; : 

; 2 ®t incendiary bats) would find a sym- 
Sullivan & Cromwell “met the élite ‘ : os 

ss te pathetic ear in Donovan's office.” 


of German industry — the same men 
who financed and actively supported 
the Nazi dictatorship. He and a fu- 
ture O.S.S. aide, Russian emigré Val- 
erie Lada-Mocarski, also sat on the 
Board of Directors of the American 
branch of the powerful Schroeder 
banking house." ‘he German parent 
firm, the author added, “was headed 
by a scar-faced Prussian baron who 
served as a general in the SS, Hitler’s 
élite guard.” Smith has got the story 
only half right. Dulles was a director 
of the J. enry Schroeder Banking 
Corporation in New York —~ which 
had no connection whatsoever with 
the Germun Schroeder Bank. : 
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according to Smith, “promptly € ¢ 
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